The Guard at Tomb

Extra Resources
Most of the details in the presentation are based on details from the four Gospels of the New Testament.  A few, however, come from other ancient historians and the fragmentary Gospel of Peter.  What follows are explanations of certain aspects of the Tuditanus performance.
· Publius Sempronius Tuditanus was a famous general in 3rd century B.C. who led 600 Roman soldiers to safety out of a trap laid by the north African general Hannibal.  The name “Tuditanus” is a nickname meaning “the hammer.”

· Discipline in the Roman army was notoriously harsh.  Centurions carried hard staffs called vites of dried, twisted vines.

· We have no idea if the centurion whose servant Jesus healed at Capernaum was the same centurion who said at his death, “Truly this was the Son of God,” but the presentation assumes so.

· The book known as the Gospel of Peter exists only in fragments and was first discovered in Egypt in 1886.  It seems to have been well known in the early centuries of Christianity, but because certain parts were considered inaccurate, it was not preserved.  For this reason we only possess the text in pieces and in quotations from other others.  The part of the Gospel of Peter that is used in the presentation is the following:
And the elders were afraid and came unto Pilate, begging him and saying, "Give us soldiers that we may guard his tomb for three days, lest his disciples come and steal him away and the people suppose that he is risen from the dead, and do us harm." And Pilate gave them Petronius the centurion with soldiers to watch the tomb. And the elders and scribes came with them unto the tomb. All who were there with the soldiers rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and plastered seven seals on it. Then they pitched a tent there and kept watch.  Early in the morning, as the Sabbath dawned, there came a large crowd from Jerusalem and the surrounding areas to see the sealed tomb. But during the night before the Lord's day dawned, as the soldiers were keeping guard two by two in every watch, there came a great sound in the sky, and they saw the heavens opened and two men descend shining with a great light, and they drew near to the tomb. The stone which had been set on the door rolled away by itself and moved to one side, and the tomb was opened and both of the young men went in.  Now when these soldiers saw that, they woke up the centurion and the elders (for they also were there keeping watch). While they were yet telling them the things which they had seen, they saw three men come out of the tomb, two of them sustaining the other one, and a cross following after them. The heads of the two they saw had heads that reached up to heaven, but the head of him that was led by them went beyond heaven.
Translation by Sam Gibson (http://www.cygnus-study.com/pagepet.html)
